into battle
have necessarily been taking place, and measures have now been
taken to ensure that those ships, which are commanded by a very
gallant Admiral, shall be sunk or otherwise made to comply with
our wishes. The anguish which this process has, naturally, caused
to the British and French naval officers concerned may be readily
imagined, when I tell the House that only this morning, in the
air raid upon Alexandria by Italian aircraft, some of the French
ships fired heavily and effectively with us against the common
enemy. We shall, of course, offer the fullest facilities to all French
officers and men at Alexandria who wish to continue the war,
and will provide for them and maintain them during the conflict.
We have also promised to repatriate all the rest, and every care
in our power will be taken, if they allow it, for their safety and their
comfort. So much for Alexandria.
But the most serious part of the story remains. Two of the
finest vessels of the French Fleet, the Dunkerque and the Strasbourg,
modern battle-cruisers much superior to Scbarnborst and Gneisenau—
and built for the purpose of being superior to them—lay with
two battleships, several light cruisers and a number of destroyers
and submarines and other vessels at Oran and at its adjacent
military port of Mers-El-Kebir on the Northern African shore of
Morocco. Yesterday morning, a carefully chosen British officer,
Captain Holland, late Naval Attach6 in Paris, was sent on in a
destroyer and waited upon the French Admiral Gensoul. After
being refused an interview, he presented the following document,
which I will read to the House. The first two paragraphs
of the document deal with the general question of the
Armistice, which I have already explained in my own words.
The fourth paragraph begins as follows : This is the operative
paragraph :
" It is impossible for us, your comrades up to now, to allow
your fine ships to fall into the power of the German or Italian
enemy. We are determined to fight on to the end, and if we
win, as we think we shall, we shall never forget that France
was our Ally, that our interests are the same as hers and that
our common enemy is Germany. Should we conquer, we
solemnly declare that we shall restore the greatness and territory
of France, For this purpose, we must make sure that the best
ships of the French Navy are not used against us by the common
foe. In these circumstances, His Majesty's Government have
instructed me—[that is, the British Admiral]—to demand
that the French Fleet now at Mers-El-Kebir and Oran shall
act in accordance with one of the following alternatives :
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